
143

4-H ENGINEERING 
EVENTS

Department 22
CO-SUPERINTENDENTS
•	 Paul Leatherman, Jr., joanneleatherman@hotmail.com, 301-253-5469
•	 Chuck Schuster, cfs@umd.edu, 410-596-2159

ENTRY FEE
None

RULES
1.	 Contestants must register by July 20; see General Rule #12.
2.	 These contests are no longer required as a pre-requisite to the 

event at Md. State 4-H Fair; therefore, the Co-Superintendents re-
serve the right to modify events according to the number of par-
ticipants as of the July 20 registration. Any 4-H member desiring 
to enter the State Event should contact the County 4-H Office by 
July 20 to meet the state registration deadline.

3.	 A Junior (ages 8-13) and Senior (ages 14-18) division will be offered. 
4.	 FFA members from a Montgomery County chapter are also wel-

come to participate. They should also register by July 20.
5.	 Participants will be disqualified at the discretion of the Superinten-

dent for unsafe practices or acts unbecoming a 4-H/FFA member.
6.	 Scores for all parts of the contest will be combined when deter-

mining placing. In case of a tie, the Written Exam will be the 
tie-breaker.

7.	 The Montgomery County Fair event is modeled after the Maryland 
State Fair event; recommended study materials and course layout can 
be accessed at https://extension.umd.edu/programs/4-h-youth-de-
velopment/program-areas/stem.

8.	 This event is designed to give 4-H members participating in the 
4-H Small Engines/Entrepreneurship/Workforce Preparation/
Learn-to-Earn Program during the current year, an opportunity 
to demonstrate their knowledge and skills in the areas of lawn 
care, business management and lawn and garden tractor (less 
than 20 hp) operation, maintenance and safety, while competing 
with other 4-H Members. Safety is stressed throughout this event.

JUDGING
Saturday, Aug. 22
•	 10am on the Upper Grounds outside of the Fair Office.
Participants can come at 9:30am to get familiar with the lawn tractor.

SPECIAL AWARDS
1.	 Rippeon Equipment offers a trophy to the 4-H Champion of the 

Lawn Tractor Contest.
2.	 Edward P. Cozdeba Memorial Award to the 4-H Champion of the 

Small Engine Contest.

DIVISION 1: 4-H LAWN TRACTOR EVENT

PREMIUMS
		  1st	 2nd	 3rd	 4th	 5th

		  $13	 12	 10	 9	 8

RULES
1.	 All exhibitors must comply with General Rules and Regulations.
2.	 Contestants must comply with special rules.
3.	 Lawn tractor(s) will be provided for the driving activity in the 

contest.
4.	 The Lawn Tractor driving portion gives participants an opportu-

nity to demonstrate their skill in operation of small tractors. Safe-

ty in work habits and equipment operation is stressed throughout 
the event. 

5.	 The participant will operate a lawn tractor (less than 20 Hp) 
through the prescribed course. Penalty points will be assessed for 
errors in safety and poor operation. Participants will be given lim-
ited time (up to 4 minutes) to study and familiarize themselves 
with the machine. During this time, the tractor may be operated 
in the immediate area of the event but not on the course. 

6.	 Participants must be physically large enough to operate the trac-
tor without bypassing the safety interlock systems or receiving 
help from others. Weights may be added by the officials to meet 
the required weight. If a contestant is not large enough, even with 
weights he/she may participate in the Small Engine division as 
driving is not expected as part of that contest.

7.	 The contest may include a written examination, identification of 
parts, troubleshooting, and a skill driving and safety event.

CLASSES
1.	 Junior.
2.	 Senior.
3.	 Champion—Rippeon Equipment Special Award and Rosette.
4.	 Reserve Champion—Rosette.

DIVISION 2: SMALL ENGINES

PREMIUMS
	 1st	 2nd	 3rd	 4th	 5th

		  $13	 12	 10	 9	 8
RULES
1.	 This event is designed to give 4-H members participating in the 

4-H Small Engine Project during the current year, an opportunity 
to demonstrate their knowledge of small engine operation, care, 
maintenance, and safety, by competing with other 4-H Members. 
Safety is stressed throughout this event.

2.	 The contest will include a written examination, identification of 
small engine parts, knowledge of small engine operation, care and 
maintenance and safety.

3.	 The contest also includes an illustrated talk/visual presentation of 
5-10 minutes in length, on any topic related to small engines, and 
will be judged on presentation and subject matter. Participants 
must furnish their own demonstration materials. Visual materials 
must be readable from 25 feet. Presentations requiring a comput-
er should be saved to a flash drive. Participants must not start the 
engines and flammable liquids may not be present or used in the 
Presentation.

4.	 The Presenter may create a small engines safety poster, parts iden-
tification display board, small engines game, etc. and also enter 
them as exhibits in the 4-H Building (see Educational Project sec-
tion). They may use these exhibits for their visual presentation for 
the small engines contest.

CLASSES
1.	 Junior.
2.	 Senior.
3.	 Champion—Edward Codzeba Special Award and Rosette.
4.	 Reserve Champion—Rosette.
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