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4-H AGRICULTURAL
Departments 10-23

DEPARTMENT 10: 4-H Showmanship

DEPARTMENT 11:
DEPARTMENT 12:

4-H Beef
4-H Dairy

DEPARTMENT 13: 4-H Sheep
DEPARTMENT 14: 4-H Swine
DEPARTMENT 15: 4-H Dog Show

DEPARTMENT 16:
DEPARTMENT 17:
DEPARTMENT 18:
DEPARTMENT 19:
DEPARTMENT 20:
DEPARTMENT 21:
DEPARTMENT 22:

4-H Pet Show

4-H Dairy Goats

4-H Poultry

4-H Rabbit

4-H Horse and Pony
4-H Clover Agricultural
4-H Engineering Events

DEPARTMENT 23: 4-H Meat Goat
GENERAL RULES and REGULATIONS

Entries close July 20, 2019

1.

Entries are open to active members enrolled by June 1 of
the current year with the Montgomery County 4-H Office
and are in good standing in a Montgomery County 4-H
Club. In divisions which specify junior, intermediate & senior,
the ages are as follows: Junior 8, 9, and 10; Intermediate.
11, 12, and 13; Senior 14 and up. Age calculated by Jan. 1
of current year.

Participants must abide by the rules, guidelines, and policies
of their respective organizations and program requirements.
For 4-H members, these are the 4-H Code of Conduct and
Behavioral Expectations, the UME 4-H Show Ring Code of
Ethics, the Maryland Pony Rule Book and other 4-H club,
county or state guidelines, as appropriate. In the event
that these documents do not cover a specific situation, the
superintendent, with approval of the 4-H educator, may
look to the AQHA, PDCA, ARBA, AKC, or other species’ breed
rules for guidance. In the case that the 4-H rules appear
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to conflict with AQHA, PDCA, ARBA, AKC, or other species’
breed rules, 4-H rules take priority.

All animal exhibitors and a parent must attend one of the
animal exhibitor orientation sessions at the Fairgrounds.
Please check with the 4-H Office for times and dates.

The Show Superintendent in consultation with the appro-
priate 4-H educator reserves the right to interpret all rules and
regulations and resolve any situations, which may arise and
is not restricted by the lack of specific rules or regulations.
The Superintendent or 4-H representative may request a
meeting of the oversight committee when necessary to
review a protest. The decision of the Superintendant, 4-H
representative, or the oversight committee is final.
Exhibitors are responsible for the care of their animals while
on the grounds. Premiums will not be paid to exhibitors
who fail to keep the animals and stables clean and attractive
at all times. Superintendents reserve the right to take cor-
rective action in situations observed that affect the safety
and well being of the animals.

The fitting and preparation of all animals for show is the
responsibility of the exhibitor. Exhibitors may receive
guidance from immediate family members, other Maryland
4-H youth, and their respective adult club leaders. Violation
of this policy could result in immediate disqualification of
the exhibitor from all 4-H livestock shows and competitions
at the Montgomery County Agricultural Fair and dismissal
from the grounds.

All beef steers must be owned on or before January 1 of
the current year, market hogs, market goats, lambs must
be owned on, or before, May 31 of the current year. All
steers must be tagged and at the first county weigh-in, and
market hogs, market lambs, and goats must be weighed
and tagged by an official weigh committee in June at the
first county weigh-in (Sheep and Swine Field Day).

Any 4-H’er exhibiting an animal in a market class on show
day will not be able to withdraw from competition once it
has started. The animal must complete the show.

There are no official classes for Clover 4-H members (ages
5-7) in the County Fair except in the 4-H Clover Agricultural
or 4-H Clover Indoor departments.

Bona fide enrolled 4-H members may sleep in the barns with
their parents’ permission if their presence is needed for their
animal care. Neither the Montgomery County Agricultural
Center, Inc., nor the 4-H Office is responsible for the well
being of exhibitors who spend the night in the barns.

All entries must be in accordance with the State Health
Regulations.

Entries must be made using the online entry system avail-
able on the Montgomery County Agricultural Fair website
(mcagfair.com), or on the regulation 4-H entry blanks fur-
nished by the Montgomery County Ag Center.

In order for 4-H exhibits to be shown in the Open Class,
separate Open Class entries must be made, and Open Class
entry fees must be paid.

There will be no entry fees for 4-H exhibits.

. All 4-H breeding animals must be the bona fide property of

the exhibitor, and must have been owned and registered
in the name of the owner on or before July 1 of the current
year, unless otherwise specified in departmental rules. The
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Superintendent will check registration papers. Formal
leasing arrangements are permissible with performance
or breeding animals by June 1 of current year. Contact the
4-H Office for guidelines.

Exhibitors will be permitted to substitute one animal for
another, either in the same class or in a different class, within
the same breed following perscribed rules and superinten-
dent’s discretion.

All animals must be shown by their owner except where
two animals may be shown in a class, and the other animal
must be shown by a Montgomery County 4-H member.
Exhibitors in 4-H Departments 11 through 17 may not enter
more than two exhibits in any one class or take more than
two premiums per class. Additional rules for Departments
15,16, 19 and 20 are listed under respective departments.
Alllivestock exhibits, excluding horses, beef, rabbits, sheep,
swine, and goats, must be on the grounds by 10am on
Sunday, Aug. 11.

See General Rules and Regulations for animal release times.
Beef and goats must be on the grounds by noon Sunday,
Aug. 11. Sheep must be on the grounds and checked in
with thle superintendent(s) by 11am on Sunday, Aug. 11.
Swine must be on the grounds by 8am on Monday, Aug.
12. Rabbits must be on the grounds and checked in by the
superintendent between 3-9pm, Friday Aug. 9.

A participation award of $8 will be paid on dairy, beef and
horse exhibits, and $4 on swine, sheep and goat exhibits,
if the entry does not place.

A protest must be submitted in writing and signed to the
department superintendent and/or 4-H Educator before
noon of the day following the violation. The reasons which
prompted the protest must be clearly stated and supported
by facts. Each protest must be accompanied by a cash
deposit of $150 that will not be returned unless the alle-
gation is proven to be true. The decision of the oversight
committee is final.

All 4-H entries must be housed in space designated.

Any questions arising from the above rules and regulations
will be reviewed by a Montgomery County Extension
Educator or Department Superintendent.

Where there is but one exhibitor in a class, the judges will
award only one premium, the highest, or a low one, as may
be determined by the judges, who will in no case award a
premium where there is no merit.

Exhibitor should check the Rules and Regulations of each
department for rules specific to the department.

ANIMAL HEALTH REQUIREMENTS

PLEASE READ CAREFULLY:

1.

All 4-H Exhibitors of Livestock must follow the Maryland
Department of Agriculture 2019 Fair and Show Requirements
for Livestock Exhibition including a completed CVI and
“Livestock Exhibitor’s Self-Certification of Animal Health”
document (located at www.mda.state.md.us).

New Federal and State animal ID requirements: All animals
except rabbits must have “Official Identification” to enter
exhibitions. In most cases, this means the animal will have
to be identified using an official USDA or MD tag that is
associated with a registered premise. Official information
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can be found at http://mda.maryland.gov/animalHealth/
Pages/Fairs-Shows.aspx

Exhibitors of livestock will be required to send in a copy of
their approved Maryland show/ Interstate CVI paper(s) or,
if entering online, exhibitors must provide official health
paper number and bring the original and a copy for the
department upon arrival for each species exhibited with
their registration for the event(s) in which they plan to
participate. All animals that are to be exhibited must be
listed on a health paper.

The Superintendent of the event will collect the health paper
copies from the data processing office as the registrations
are processed, and have them on location the day of the
event. Exhibitors will still be required to bring their original
health papers with them to the event.

Exhibitors will be allowed to unload and place the animals
upon arrival. If time allows, Maryland Department of
Agriculture (MDA) inspectors will, as in the past, arrive at
the event at the beginning of check-in time. However, if
there are other events occurring and/or this Fair has multiple
day check-ins (different species classes, open classes, etc.)
the inspector(s) will arrive as soon as possible to begin
inspections. In this situation the inspector(s) will check
in with the superintendent to see if there are any known
problems, do a random check on the health papers and,
then, visually check the animals.

No animal may be given any substance other than feed and
water without a veterinarian’s approval and supervision
while on the Fairgrounds.

By authority of the Code of Maryland Regulations (COMAR)
15.11.14.06, Exhibitor Requirements, the Maryland
Department of Agriculture, Animal Health Program now
require that ALL cattle and swine exhibited during the
2019 Maryland Fairs and Shows Season must have Official
United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) Radio
Frequency Identification (RFID) Ear Tags. For Open Class
questions contact Maryland Department of Agriculture at
410-841-5810. For questions with 4-H contact David Gordon
at 301-590-2813 or dgordon3@umd.edu.

FITTING AND SHOWING CLASSES

1.

Showmanship classes will be judged on showmanship,
knowledge and presentation of the animal.
Showmanship exhibitors should check the Fitting and
Showing / Showmanship rules of each specific department.
Fitting and Showing classes will be as follows according
the following departments:

«  Dog department; First Year, Junior (8-10); Intermediate
(11-13); Senior (14-18).

- Dairy, Sheep and Goat departments; First Year, Junior
(8-10), Intermediate (11-13), and Senior (14-18).

«  Beef department: First Year, Junior and Intermediate
(8-13), First Year Senior (14-18), Junior (8-10),
Intermediate (11-13), and Senior (14-18).

« Horse and Rabbit Departments: Junior
Intermediate (11-13) and Senior (14-18).

«  Swine department: 1st year, (8-9), (10-11), (12-13), (14-15)
and (16 and up).

Master Showman classes are offered in Beef, Dairy, and

(8-10),
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Swine departments. Class includes current year and past
year champions. Challenge of Champions class is offered
in the Sheep Department. Class includes past years’ Grand
Champions only. See each department for additional rules.
Former Achievement Trophy Winners are not eligible to
compete in the same department again.

5. A 4-H club member cannot participate in a Fitting and
Showing contest unless he or she is wearing a prescribed
uniform as follows: (midriffs must be covered in all cases).

BEEF EXHIBITOR

1. Boys: Khaki or green trousers, khaki or white collared shirt,
and black or green tie.

2. Girls: Khaki or green skirt or slacks, khaki or white collared
shirt, and black or green tie or neckpiece.

3. No tennis or athletic shoes.

DAIRY, DAIRY GOATS AND DAIRY STEERS

1. Boys: 4-H—Dblack or white slacks, white collared shirt with
green or black tie.

2. Girls: 4-H—black or white skirt or slacks, white collared
shirt with green or black tie or neckpiece.

3. Noshorts or split skirts above the knees are allowed.

DOG EXHIBITOR

1. Boys: Khaki or dark trousers and a white collared shirt.

2. Girls: Khaki or dark slacks or skirts (worn at or below the
knee) and a white collared shirt or blouse.

3. Nosandals or flip flops.

HORSE AND PONY EXHIBITORS
1. Suitable riding attire.
2. Hard hats are required.

SHEEP, SWINE and MARKET GOAT EXHIBITORS

1. Boys: Khaki trousers, white collared shirt and black or green
tie.

2. Girls: Khaki slacks, white collared shirt and black or green
tie neckpiece ribbon.

3. No tennis or athletic shoes.

PROMOTION CLASSES

1. Promotion classes are meant to be fun classes for the partici-
pant and educational to the public. 4-H members and their
animal dress in coordinating or complementary costumes.
Animals need not be owned by the exhibitor, but must meet
health regulations for that species to show.

2. Each exhibitor must prepare a script or narration to accom-
pany his or her exhibit. The script is limited to one page
double space (12 pt.). The script should promote the
species or 4-H and its connection to the costume’s theme.
Participants name, age, and costume title should appear
at top of script.

3. Each exhibitor is permitted only one entry. That entry will
be evaluated on the basis of its ability to promote 4-H or
its ability to promote the species, breed, or products of the
project animal. Promotion score sheets will be available.

4. Cross entering costumes and scripts between species is
not acceptable.

5. Costumes to be created by the 4-H member.
Promotional classes are to be pre-entered via the online
entry system or paper entry forms to the Fair Office by July
20, 2019. Scripts for these classes are due to appropriate
superintendent(s) as follows:

«  Dairy & Dairy Goats—8pm Monday

«  Sheep & Swine—4pm Tuesday

«  Horse, Dog and Pets—at check-in time for show
Clovers are officially ineligible to participate in promotion
classes.
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SUPERINTENDENT
«  Amy Miller
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ENTRY FEE

«  None required

JUDGING
Saturday, Aug. 17
«  9am: Cattle Show Pavilion

RULES

1. Beef, Dairy, Sheep, Swine, Dairy Goat, and Market Goat Grand
Champion Showmanship winners for the current year will
be invited to participate in the Showmanship Challenge.

2. Each champion will provide the animal for their area of
achievement.

3. Each participant will show all of the different animals during
the contest.

4. Previous winners of the Showmanship Challege may compete
if selected as Champion Showman in one of the contest
species.

5. Ajudge will be selected from each department and that panel
of judges will select the winner based on a point system.

6. Gifts and Prizes will be awarded.
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